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Table 9= Farme, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
Douglas County, 1900-195)

' Average size
.. Total Gounty Percent of
Total Farms of farms in
Y62 |1n the County | 37°8 10 faxm8 | yp o pupey | County ares
: \ac-res) o
1900 85k li21, 80k Lok 35,8
1910 1,730 |. 1,81 L5 60,4
1920 1,623 892,223 550 7507
. 1925 1,3k9 628,200 465 5303
1930 1,214 . 05; 255 580 59.8
19001 1,245 72,490 700 7440
1945 1,094 992,193 207 8402
1950 1,001 992,408 991 8ls2
1950 990 961,182 971 8146

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture

Iypeé of Farms

Douglas County agriculture is divided mainly betwean 'mo ma:jor types of

farming, t‘nnh m-m farms grm-rlng wheat and barley ars the most uomon,

P as P e,

accounti f.‘or a little over ona-fourth of tha 'botal. Sligh‘t.ly 1688 than one~
fourth.are classified as miscellaneous, There were also 20 poultry farms, 17
livestock. other than dairy and poultry farms, and 18.general farms reported in

1954, large wheat ranches are typlcal of the Waterville Plateau and the Smalle
ar orchard-growing fac;na are typical of the Columbia River benchlands and bars,

Table 10.- Tvnal of Farms, Dougles County, 195L

Percent of
all farms in
the county

Types of Farms -

Number of
Farms
Total farms in OOuntyoooooo-o.coootol....l.' 992
Field*crop.farmsooooo-oocaao¢ooo00.00.0.00.. 438
Cash-grain.............................‘ 438 hlie2
Other £161dn0rODsasveestsevssecenntrssse L
Yagetable farmsu.-.............-..u--..... . -
Mt"and"mt farmsb.'...GOO.IOO:'.D0.0'OOOQ' 266
Dairy farmsoocqotoooooaococoo.ooanuoocaotoo. -
rml‘l‘tw rams.........’...‘O..'."..Q....... 20
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry| 17
General farms...n........oo............u.. 18
Hmrily erop..'.-....o.......‘.....'.‘ 17
. rrlmar;..l.y J.:I.VQBT&DOK...M:.---o-oooooooooo el
CPOP and 11V88t00k..-..a..-."....n.-.. 1
Miseellaneous and unciassified £armBesessess | .233

2648

240
1.8
1.8

2345

scu. ne e U..S‘ c ey A omatieed.



. i Douglas Colinty, Washingbon

pastiré-are-chardcterissic. ool Dtighaw-County.  Thebe largeé farms Have for many
years specialized ini gash, gmin £y There were 322 farms in 1954 with

Large: tarms with extensive areas of ‘croplag“g,,_ wummer f£allew and dryland

e
e TN

cropland lqpated inthe-a&i"ntm”,* -t

over 1,000, acres “and 3k yith_qver 57600 @crés within their boundaries, These
large farms coritained 203,000 acres, or o'_cer four~fifths of allitbe harvested

" The ma:)or land uti}.‘ﬂzation the ]ﬁrgei farma is dzw.and pasture, Second
most important; in total Ecreage is ldnd stilized £dr summer fu Harvested
cropland is the third laipest use of: fwnl*and op tHe: 1urge fama. ?aatureci

- ‘woodland 1id' néxt, followed by croplarid uséd only for p:aeﬂ:a.meu Woodil.and pase

. .{ sy} Creplend used -only Fob -pEstures
il peiad - Creplisnd not- HExvested esd oy 4
a,-;'”"?”a--f" tipastuved (1dliey FaIlow- fwcfl,‘{““‘“lﬁzﬂlh dores |- &.572 ‘deres '%';f

T

iu;ls;d 1s th,. léast impo*"oant use 'of Fanf with only i, acres. reported in
5L, - — ,-"1 i

Table 11..- Large Fm; mer_m Gemral Lmd UBB s

R

- T Dpuéias“ﬁ“’"’iﬁ‘ﬁsh
Land Utilizaticn qn o 1’%8 e 5,00?2:“5; RRES
i 2FM Sidiiind ‘Large Fams ﬁw h, 3599 3008 . and wer

NG OE Parfighs asnsianFLIEs T VDHR fama '

8'%7{:2 mates | 25& 505 o
¢ Cropland harvested<sd«sldudi fil 1] 9”670 aores | ’h06 Mii' ﬁ .

- '_ h; 350 aox_‘es' 1,53*2 acres

o 1-"L§nd“i farmg“h«--h-sug-%én

-5 Woodland: paeturod---u----- £9 8,01l acres 300 ‘aeres
Woodland nobt pasturedewiseimesi 1,,597 amsl’ﬁ"» -‘P.f: .
Other pasture (ot srop¥antand ®} [
nnt wmﬂhnﬂ)«------__us--mwlgz,ﬂg «';ncz-euJ 1’10,623—‘”1'95

ot e o e g
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(et D Sourco., v S. Bensua, gmeulaburo
Fa.m-@wne:” abip- and“'femn'e TR L R
Pagasmrzaacivreatiiten
The Census o.f 19911 :lhowada that over: half: of Dwgnt cfmnty farms ‘Were
operated: bijt: owners, About L6 percent: were being: operatet By phtt cwners,
managers snd tenants. ~This variee from the state patiern’'sf farm. ovnership
with 75 percent of sll-farms operated: by: owners, * Favir: otvim‘ahip hos. been ine
creasing 4n’Douglas Colfity sinces 3985,¢ * There: has' a1so: baon &- émdual uptrend
in part-twnership since 1940, Manmgers: and’ tenanbs” have’ dotroased steadily
since 19365 Although $he agricuiture of" the" cbunty is a&hptedf"to tanant :
farming or  manager operation §h5§a~ forms have- beeome relitiVely less ‘important,

se e ragivtY ol """“ﬂ

In ac reago ta:r-ms tha moat important’ form: of tetmrb is pa,rt -cnmerahip.

g e

Tenants were seccnd, while owmarsswere-thirdi: 'Hanagérs were of least impore

tance, The acreage heid by full+and:pay ‘&amora ha& fal" '3 aliglgtly sinoa
1950, This“trend of leks acrga_ge‘hel “BY FUIL wiiers s probably the result
s especially in a county

whioh has @ high perceuﬁg&of aﬁ-grain farms,
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Table 12,.. Farm 'I'enamy hhmber and Percent of Farms
By Tenurs of Opsrator, Douglas Gounty

1925195k
| Number XYLl U:ate | Parb Owners rera Tenants
Year [Farmg 4n|DUmber|psrcent inumber {peroent|number fpersent [number [percent

cmy"m of aii] of of all| of of all| of of all
farme| farms | farms| farms | farms| farms | farms| farms

1925 1)3’49 TU8 | SheS 297 | 2240 3L 3.5 270 | 20,0
1930] 14214 589 | L8,.5 288 | 23,7 2 3ok 296 | 2lks
2935| 1,368 673. kL9.2 280 | 20,5 50 346 365 | 26,7
1940} 1,245 | 60h | LB.,5 | 391 | 3.k 30 | 2 | 220 17,7
19451 1,09 [..872 | 62,3 352 | 32,2 19 | 1.7 | 151 | 13,8
1950| 1,001 .| 511 | 51,0 340 { 34,0 13 13 137 | 13,7
1954] 990 | .540 | Shel | 333 | 336 | 15 | 1.5 | 102 | 10,3

Scurces U.S, Censue, Agriculture

ouglag County farm hemes and farm operations were better equipped

omenic-nces and labor saving devieea than in eariier Census

psricds, ‘amara ii'i vhis uuunuy en,]oy an extensive e;ecunca:. aemca. Almost
* 7 i &S o8 2 B ‘)

i'é."”cs
Q

“Pacility or | Wunber of | peroant of ALl
'E'iquipmgnt Toem Faima Using ag_gip;o doun v

Telephone.......n....-u.u.u 75? 7603
Electﬁcitvaeeeeegeeeeeee==e=== 939 9.’4;?
Televislon Setecescecsvescosses 228 23,0
Piped mnning Wateressescvasnne 915 9242
Home Ireezeressceresasocsnesines h69 h203
Electric Dit?. brOOdergggotg'g_ege,- l B 13 -1-—‘.'3
Power feed grinderu...n....u 147 lhiﬁ
Milking I&Ohihe......u-o...u. 10 100

Grain combixiéa........-.o-...... M’J Moa ’
com pickers.".Ooloeoc-odocoo. - -
Pick-up balers,........u....u hs" hﬂs

Field forage hmest@rsoopoooo- 22 2a?

Artificial ponds, reservoirs - '

and earth tankaooocoo-avonv ’ 3-50 ’ ‘ 1&08
%tortmcm00000|uo-aoooou-cooo 837 . ebOh
T Tractorsoo.oc--c-cocnaoooooo-oa 830 ) 8306
. AthmObileSQ....o.onqooooo-ooo- 911 91 8

. Source: U,S S, Ce'nsus, aggicw.wr
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Washington State averagesfor:these:facilities wers:97. anda#ﬁwpemnt, rospec-

- tively, Use of telavision . setsiimlow-mainly becsuse.of the sounty!s remotes

ness, Slightly undeyr onn.rmtmmrzhmasmmvu fayms had talsvision sats
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ia¥ Fmﬂ:and and xam bu,{ldingm #ve' fn;greaaoé‘&n vﬂalue great’ 'sj.nqe 9140.
Va:],ug per:fiarm has risen Fourfold #incd:ToL0,: and hversge m‘i& ber acz:la;* has
abouy trip¥ed. An average farmwes. valdéd at dearly $lz§,000 112955, compared

Béﬁﬁ*ﬁ'&de&"b’g’_’%};e ‘general rise im land
pricos, farm improvemsite @ﬁ&?ﬁa&%ﬁ’d Thrmishd,’ macbinery and lmild:l.nga

in the last 15 years, ,,-u;-;‘i?f:"?ﬁ- )
Table 1b,- Value of Farm m e

ot RS

- il Yarm tropelty .. Hex.faxm _.ter Agper - it ls
Cin Coung; '_ (doilars) (dollars)
;g 3 gm 5% : “$"ﬁ;]§ﬁ, g guph
§§°§§§.n?§‘ - S A
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n:zas 18,00, :
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Farm Rasidence and e TR H
) L""' Fa R E w b e % nead ..:a.. i
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- Yo ‘work senasomuw in cons’cm

. raru-time ‘operation is porvant in ‘Douglas vuirx‘ny TIC!HFLD "

slightly over {woififthe of the sounty’s Darmeve’ were: operafgi’qg, jon- & part-time
basis, Almost throe-fifths. & Yhose' worleing ‘off* their far g -earned more from
this nonfarm employment than ¥om the‘lr‘ famr o\ t‘o‘ta‘l B 26,1' farmers worked

of f their farma ¥ dave or 1 totead et P LR A R A A Y S
ne axme 00 days or m& Atilva.v g uunw.uwu uy OF A y&ugy.ux larmers

ion, food procesing, fent dmpl,
fruit orchards, - Much of the Yarm work 1 'the “oblh ‘t‘i"is 's_eaa;nﬁh W
orop being grown. This leaves & period $FPRLY Winter dnd eiﬁ-ly* apring in
wh:lch farmers sre 3.dle and’ a‘m&;i-inh'ln Lo nﬁﬁwf‘nm .nngfﬁmmnnr}*_

L 4. e ay ? iRIR N WSIB LueBed,

Farnland Utilization i f BT

<
“J‘-tﬂ‘b# ‘.

Tﬁi‘i‘,al Of '-n'oﬂ':ﬁ centrﬁlvﬂa”mgg;.g&,tha ma'ln;{ hms a!‘ farm’ l_ggu_«j_ utilization

1s in dryland rangs padtipss, - In Douglaé County about two-fifths of the farme
land was used as dryland range pasture, Second largest use was summer .




-

Crop and Livestook Reporting Service Dulletin 27

fallowing of wheat land to comserve and accumilate s0il moisture and about 28
percent of the atreage in farms was used in this manner during 195k, The third

. major uss was harvested cropland, A total of 250,000 acres or slightly over

one~fourth of Douglas’ County fermland was harvested for orops in 195k, Other

land, ineluding wasteland, house lots and roads totaled about 52,000 acres or

sligh‘oly over 5 percent of all the county's farmland, The Census showed a dee
'éline of 30,000 acres in land in farme between 1949 and 195L, Despite this

' descline, harvested cropland expanded 7,000 acres duririg the aame period.

Total Lend in Farzpa = 061,462 aores

Croplond
Harvestad,

Groalanfd C S
e B T

fdle
Cropland

Si 1 Woodland
Lo Pesture

Woodland :

Other
Pagturs

' Other Lan 1o

i 4

Fi.gu;'e ?;- Utiliza:bion of Farmla.nd in Douglas county, 195h.

tepa

5ation and Facniuas : o ;:
" Douglas County renked tenth in the state in 1rrigated cropland harvested
during 1954, The mumber of farms using irrigation had increaged about ten perw
cent from 1950 %o 195k, There were LS9 farms.in 1950 zmd 510 farme in 1954
that repor’oed irr:'tgation. Over the years the number of farms uging irrigation
has fluctuated domevhat; but the acreage of. land. receiving ﬁater has trended
upward. In 195k there were 10,781 acres irrigated In. Dougla.a ‘County; of this
tetal some 10,355 acres were irrigated cropland, Only hhb acpes ‘of pasture
wex*e 1rriga.ted.

AL S LY I
ey s gl

N Fruit ‘was’ by far the mgést s:lngle crop harvested from 1rr:lgat.ed land,
A total of 6,6LL atres of 4S8 farms or about twowthirds of “the total irrigated

‘eropland was in fruit crops, Hay was next with 1,385 acrés irrigated, Alfalfa

was the most widely irrigated hay crop with 1,283 acres reported, Grains
ranked third in importance of irrigated crops with -about 1,200 .acres reported,
Two-thirds of this was whest with about ?00 acres being in w:’mber wheat,

"2 RN
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| Iond drrigated 1/s,.snreryipiaiiisinere | 8428:0¢280 10,701 acren
. Trrigated land Tn farme-accordtrg 6o usss |~ = T
. s Farms mting omp’-opato v -,p.... ’ h37 =) 501
<, Farms irrigating paature. $rsens0ngane 35 i —.:;;f;j' r 59
.. Acres of orops 1rrigated.u......,... 1,159 T 10,335
" Acres of pasture irriga b envee ] . 2U6
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o Table 16,~ Douglas Copitty*s Rank Compared wm
et _ ’ Othex' H&ahimbon Gannties L

am mpared o

M waﬂo.o-oococnuuo-pcaa-uoc 18 .‘ 1,178,2&0 aoral 195h

. Rumbir of faXMEesosscscerncsscses 2h 990" fal‘mB ’ 195)‘
. and in farmpeepertent.cevocecvee 5 81‘6 Rermt 195“
AVB!'!IBQ sige of rm‘oooon--oog' T 971 aorses 195h
cr°p1m h&ﬂm@dooo-oo-ocaoaaon vy A 2&9,888 aores 1951&
Rural’ farm populatien;, dEeviieiEie | 23 1,028 persons | 1950

Total-county populat:ton.......... R N 10,81'( pemna 1950
'Gash Surm m dnoome:, -;.o 0o smafzidi to o Jooanuy

~ Value of all fam producta sold,e | 11 16,83.5 21? dollara 1954
Valuc of livestock aﬂldooto.on 27 %6 _195111_”1:

. Value Of QI’OPS ﬂ°1duunnu. 8 15’9533910 d?:liifs 195’3
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’ Lk 80Lde feaaritise it odsis s 37- A z 329, 000. poinds 3954
2 N&lue; 'oi pokltry - Prodyets wold . tacR0 . 2@3 732 «aoldnrs ,amgf{n 3
. Chﬁzl ©eng ‘801dese e'r ko oo ivieih St 84w l'_&o b’i:,939fmr.dn OBl T
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